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1951
Establishment
We took over Japan Electric Generation and 
Transmission Co.’s facilities in the Tohoku 
area and all of the facilities of Tohoku 
Haiden. (First Chairman Jiro Shirasu and 
first President Ungoro Uchigasaki)

This was established to build a strong 
relationship of trust based on 
understanding and cooperation, and 
maintained by constant communication 
with customers and local communities.

hydropower: 48.6%; 
thermal power: 51.4%

1969

1972
Local Cooperation 
Headquarters opens

Divisions for power generation, transmission 
and distribution, and retailing reorganized into 
Power Generation and Sales Company and 
Power Network Company

2018

In-house Company System introduced

Investing in Tokyu Power Supply Co.,Ltd 

2011
Great East Japan Earthquake Revised Electricity Business 

Act comes into force.
Electricity market fully deregulated.

Torrential rains in 
Niigata and Fukushima

2004
Niigata Earthquake

19731964
Oil Crisis

1978
Miyagi Earthquake

2015

2016

Japan's first unmanned microwave 
relay station was installed between 
the Head Office and Aizu.

1953
Japan’s first unattended 
microwave relay station set up

The two power stations boosted our 
supply capacity to over 1,000MW.

Yanaizu (50MW) and 
Katakado (38MW) Power 
Stations begin operation

This was our first thermal 
power station.

1958

2004
Call centers begin full operation

Establishment of Synergia 
Power Co.,Ltd

2005

Outline of the company at the 
time of its establishment in 1951.
The maximum output of our 
power plants was 817MW.

Capital ¥900 million

Employees 15,995

7,529 km

50,961 km

1,906,000

3,327GWh

 

　　　　   

Power stations’ 
maximum output
Hydropower
Thermal power

817MW

809MW
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Length of 
transmission lines
Length of 
distribution lines
Number of contracts 
with customers

Electricity sold

1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018

2000

It has the biggest output of all our 
pumped storage power stations

1981

Daini Numazawa Power Station 
under construction

The ceremony 
to mark the 
company’s 
establishment

1985

Our first nuclear power plant

Our first“mega solar”power plant

1984

Postwar reconstruction and rapid economic growth
Growing demand for electricity

Oil Crisis
Energy diversification

Collapse of economic bubble
Deregulation of the electricity market

Great East Japan Earthquake
Phase of major change in the electricity business

Electricity market 
partially deregulated

Chuetsu Earthquake in 
Niigata Prefecture

2016

Our brand “Yori, Sou, Chikara”
 (literally, “The Strength to 
Work Alongside”) officially 
announced.

Shin-Sendai Thermal Power 
Plant Unit 3 (980MW) 
starts operation.

Call centers set up in Sendai and 
Niigata to handle all phone calls 
from customers

Higashidori Nuclear Power 
Station Unit 1 (1,100MW) 
begins operation.

2011
Hachinohe Solar Power plan
t (1,500 kW) starts operation.

Daini Numazawa Power 
Plant Unit 1 (230MW) 
begins operation.

Onagawa Nuclear Power 
Station Unit 1 (524MW) 
begins operation.

Japan’s first high-capacity 
combined cycle power plant.

Higashi-Niigata Thermal 
Power Station Series 3 
(1,090MW) begins full operation.

Our thermal power generation 
overtakes our hydropower 
generation in percentage

Hachinohe Thermal Power 
Station Unit 1 (75MW) 
begins operation.

“Rebuilding Tohoku with Electricity" ‒ all our group 
companies responding to this challenge together 

Due to the impact of the Great East Japan Earthquake, a total of about 
4.86 million buildings experienced power outages ‒ in all of Aomori, 
Iwate, Akita and Miyagi prefectures, almost all of Yamagata Prefecture, 
and part of Fukushima Prefecture. We 
responded quickly to the unprecedented 
blackouts, and about 80% of them had 
power within three days of the disaster, 
and after about three months, all of the 
power outages in the region that were 
repairable had been resolved.

Tadami River in the western part of Fukushima Prefecture is an 
abundant source of water.
Since our company began, we have been developing the 
Tadami River’s hydropower potential. Our first Chairman, Jiro 
Shirasu (third from left), believed in on-the-ground manage-
ment. He drove a Land Rover around the construction sites 
along the Tadami River to meet and encourage employees 
working on the hydropower development project.

Development of power sources to meet the  
growing demand for electricity

Pillar work immediately 
after the earthquake

Recovering from the Great East Japan 
Earthquake disaster with local communities

 At Onagawa Nuclear Power Plant after the earthquake, we ensured 
that the safety functions such as “stop,” “cooling” and “confining 
radioactive substances” were functioning effectively. However, the 
area around the power plant was severely damaged by the tsunami. 
People living nearby evacuated to the 
power station, some arriving after 
walking down a path in the mountains. 
Some 364 evacuees were housed 
there for about three months after the 
earthquake. Evacuees were accommodated 

in the power station’s gymnasium.

Our History “Our company grows when the region thrives” 
– With this in mind, we continue our efforts. 
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Tohoku Electric Power Co. was founded in 1951, a time when Japan was finally emerging from the postwar turmoil.
Since then, we have been working together with the six prefectures of the Tohoku region and Niigata Prefecture, with a mission to provide 
quality services while maintaining a sense of mission regarding our role as a public utility.
We supply high-quality, reliable power and contribute to the development of local communities.


